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When in accordance with phonetic law unstressed e disappeared 
in the plural after -el, -en, -er, the common man introduced muta- 
tion as a sign of the plural after the analogy of other mutated 
plurals known to him, so that the unclear plurals "Hammer," 
"Vogel," etc. became "Hammer," "Vogel," etc. This craving 
for a new and clearer form is much stronger with the humbler 
classes than in the written language, as shown by such forms as 
"Wagen," "Magen," "Kragen," etc. in popular speech, so that 
it is quite evident that a desire for more perfect expression is not 
confined to masters of style. Likewise modern English rests in 
all its essential features upon the dialects of the common people — 
a beautiful illustration of how deep-seated and spontaneous the 
sources of language are. These sources lie not so much in the 
artistic thinking of stylists as in the strong irrepressible desire 
of all men to say exactly what they think and feel. 

George 0. Curme. 
Northwestern University. 



DER ARME HEINRICH VON HARTMANN VON AVE. 
UBERLIEFERUNG UND HERSTELLUNG HERAUS- 
GEGEBEN VON ERICH GIERACH. Germanische Biblio- 
thek, herausgegeben von Wilhelm Streitberg. Ill Abteilung: 
Kritische Ausgaben altdeutscher Texte, herausgegeben von 
K. v. Kraus und K. Zwierzina. Bd. 3. Heidelberg, Winter, 
1913. Pp. XII + 106. 

Upon the Wackernagel-Toischer edition of Hartmann's Armer 
Heinrich, reedited only a few years ago, 1911, by Ernst Stadler, 
follows this publication of Gierach. Stadler had utilized well 
whatever results of Hartmann-investigation had become available 
since 1885, but in spite of the excellence of the new edition brought 
out by him, Gierach's work has by no means been superfluous. The 
latter's book offers no commentary; the object of the editor is simply 
to furnish in reliable form the source material for scientific investi- 
gation. Instead of following precedent by giving a restored text, 
based chiefly on MS A, with the variant readings at the bottom of 
the page, Gierach prints in parallel columns on the left-hand page 
MSS A and B a , putting the St. Florian and the Indersdorf frag- 
ments in their proper places at the bottom, while the right-hand 
page brings the text as the editor restores it. This arrangement 
makes it possible to exhibit the relation of the various MSS to each 
other in a much clearer light than has hitherto been the case; and 
the diplomatic reprint of MS B a , here given for the first time in 
running text, adds materially to the value of the edition. In the 
Introduction are found a brief description of the MSS and of the 
various editions that have come out since Mtiller for the first time 
published the text of A in Vol. I of the Sammlung deutscher Gedichte 
aus dem XII, XIII und XIV Jahrhundert, Berlin, 1784. An 
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appendix, in two chapters, offers 1. information regarding peculi- 
arities of the different MSS (A being represented by MuUer's 
text, with the corrections found in the Grimm edition), also a com- 
plete list of readings in which B b differs from B a , these being mostly 
purely orthographic; 2. a full exhibition of the cases in which the 
text as restored by Gierach differs from that of the other editors. 
Nothing needs be said about this purely objective presentation of 
the material, except perhaps that one would like to know the 
reason for the editor's supposition (p. 86) that the initial letter of 
each verse in A was small, not a capital as printed invariably by 
Miiller, and, if possible, also some explanation of the peculiar use of 
the circumflex accent in B a where it is employed not only over long 
vowels, but also over short ones, and occasionally even over con- 
sonants, especially r and n (cf. Rosenhagen, Die Heidelberger Hs. 
cod. Pal. germ. 341, p. XXXI). 

Of particular interest is the restoration of the text which Gierach 
here attempts. That he does not follow a beaten path becomes 
evident from the fact that a catalog of the cases in which he differs 
from the other editors covers more than nine pages, and he enumer- 
ates his deviations from Grimm and Lachmann only where their 
readings seemed to him to deserve mention. That this somewhat 
drastic treatment of the text would call for explanation, Gierach 
anticipated and therefore promised, in a footnote to the Introduc- 
tion, to give his reasons for the changes made in an article which was 
to appear in the ZfdA. This article has meanwhile been published, 
Vol. 54, 257-295: Untersuchungen zum Armen Heinrich. I. Die 
bruchstticke des Armen Heinrich. A careful examination of the 
differences between C (to the readings of which Gierach gives a 
decided preference) and A and B in regard to lexical and syntactical 
details, convinces Gierach of the relatively little value of B and the 
excellence of C. He discovers in the 37 lines of C (=61 vss. 
complete or fragmentary) 42 instances in which the MSS differ 
from each other, and he finds that four mistakes should be charged 
to C, 21 to A, and 36 to B. Gierach's judgment is naturally some- 
what subjective, and a rigid application to A of the percentage of 
mistakes here revealed is hardly admissible, but the result obtained 
through this comparison gives the author good grounds to point out 
that the value of A is not enhanced by this showing. The rest of 
the article deals with the Indersdorf fragments, already printed by 
Keinz, Germ. 31, 80 ff., and refutes the view there expressed that 
we have in D the remains of an entirely independent manuscript. 
The investigation of Gierach goes to show that B and D have 
sprung from a common original which compared with A is of 
inferior value. 

There are still a number of problems to be solved by future 
editors of the Iwein and the Gregorius, as Gierach himself admits, 
before it will be possible to get even an approximately correct text 
of the AH.; in fact, we may have to wait until new manuscript 
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material is discovered before the question of the original can receive 
a satisfactory solution; this, however, does not detract from the 
value of the distinct service which Gierach has rendered to the 
further study of Hartmann's works by this edition of the AH. and 
the explanatory article in the ZfdA., the second part of which is 
still to be published. 

Ernst H. Mensel. 
Smith College. 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY, by Dr. 
Harold Hoffding, Professor of Philosophy, at the University of 
Copenhagen, trans., by Charles Finley Sanders, Professor of 
Philosophy at Pennsylvania College, 1913, p. 324. 

The translation of Professor Hoffding's two volume work on the 
history of modern philosophy in 1900 was a noteworthy contribu- 
tion to the philosophical literature of the English-reading world. 
Merz, in his latest volume on The History of European Thought 
in the Nineteenth Century says of this history "It is, so far, the 
only work on the subject written from an international point of 
view. " This is but one of its merits. Another is due to Hoffding's 
conviction that the natural method of learning what philosophy 
really is, is the study of its history. That the history of philosophy 
is "a part of the general history of culture"; that "philosophical 
ideas are symptoms of the direction in which the spiritual develop- 
ment of the age is tending"; that "the leading problems of modern 
philosophy are determined precisely by the fact that modern natural 
science has arisen"; — are dominant conceptions, presented in a 
form which commands admiration for the comprehensive scholar- 
ship of the work, and which make the history of philosophy interest- 
ing reading. 

The present volume is a translation of a briefer book on the 
subject, published in German in 1905, under the title Lehrbuch der 
Geschichte der Neueren Philosophie. In the preface of that edi- 
tion, the author describes the book as "eine deutsche Bearbeitung 
einer kurzen Ubersicht tiber die Geschichte der neueren Philoso- 
phie, die ich bei meinem propaedeutischen Kursus an der hiesigen 
Universitat gebrauche. " 

The treatment of the subject as regards outlines and divisions, 
titles of books and chapters, is much the same in both works. In 
both, also, the introduction is devoted to a brief statement of the 
four main problems of philosophy in which, as our author interprets 
it, all philosophical investigation centers — the problems of "knowl- 
edge," "existence," " estimation of worth," and "consciousness." 
A fuller explanation of Hoffding's position with reference to these 
problems may be found in his Problems of Philosophy, published 
in 1905. 



